Reanalysis of epidemiological data for selenium anti-cancer activity.
Investigations of the health effects of selenium have repeatedly noted an inverse relationship of selenium (both soil and human sera) and decreased prevalence of cancer. This has been found in cross sectional, case-control and ecological study designs. Reanalysis of age-adjusted death rates by cancer site revealed a significant inverse relationship for lung and all cancer with blood selenium. Methodological problems in this type of research is discussed.